EXECUTIVE MASTER PROGRAM

WHAT IS IGLUS?

HOW IS THE PROGRAM
STRUCTURED?

IGLUS is an action-research program that seeks to
contribute to the better governance of increasingly
larger, increasingly complex and increasingly
dynamic urban systems. We have a special focus
on the governance of urban infrastructure systems,
namely transport, energy, blue (water, wastewater),
green, and brown (buildings) infrastructures,
increasingly enabled by the information and
communication technologies. The program
has a problem focus as well as a resolutely
interdisciplinary and action-oriented approach.

We bring together all relevant stakeholders of such
governance in a series of two-week intensive actionlearning modules. Modules take place approximately
every other month in a major metropolitan area in
Europe (Lyon, Dortmund, Moscow, St. Petersburg),
the Americas (Mexico City, New York, Detroit),
Africa (Kampala) and Asia (Istanbul, Kuala Lumpur,
Singapore, Seoul, Delhi). Modules cover selected
infrastructures (e.g., transport, energy, green, blue
and brown infrastructures) as wAell as selected
transversal topics (e.g., governance, financing, private
sector participation, digitalization).

HOW IS THE
PROGRAM STRUCTURED?
•

PARTICIPANTS ATTEND 5 TWO-WEEK ACTION-LEARNING MODULES OF THEIR CHOICE OVER A TWO-YEAR PERIOD

•

EACH MODULE IS PRECEEDED BY PREPARATORY READINGS AND
CONCLUDED BY CRITICAL SELF-REFLECTION

•

BEFORE ENTERING THE FIRST MODULE PARTICIPANTS SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETE TWO MASSIVE OPEN ONLINE COURSES
(MOOCs); MANAGING URBAN INFRASTRUCTURE SYSTEMS AND
SMART CITIES

•

PARTICIPANTS WRITE AND DEFEND A 60-PAGE MASTER THESIS
THAT CONCLUDES THEIR STUDIES

HOW TO JOIN THE
PROGRAM?

WHO SHOULD APPLY?

Participants can enroll anytime. Applicants need
to already have a master degree plus at least
five years of professional experience. Some
exceptions can be made for professionals holding
a four-year bachelor’s degree. Tuition for the
Executive Master’s currently stands at 20’000 CHF
(which includes a 1160 CHF EPFL administrative
fee); some scholarships may apply. Travel and
accommodation is upon the participants.

The IGLUS Executive Master program is geared
at mid-career professionals seeking to obtain a
comprehensive and professional approach to
managing and governing urban infrastructure
systems. More specifically, the program is designed
for urban infrastructures managers from the various
sectors (transport, energy, blue, green and brown
infrastructure), city managers and city officials,
public administrators, entrepreneurs and consultants
engaged in smart city projects, and others
more. We welcome participants from all relevant
educational backgrounds, such as engineering,
urban planning, architecture, urban geography, public
administration, economics, political science and law.

For more information
and in order to obtain a preliminary evaluation of
your eligibility for the program and for tuition reduction, please contact
us through our website www.iglus.org or directly: matthias.finger@epfl.
ch (Program Director) or umut.tuncer@iglus.org (Program Manager).

Flexibility
We offer a highly flexible program that is optimally adapted to the needs of professionals, namely selfpaced preparatory online learning, followed by 7-8 two-week action-learning modules from which
participants select 5. All in all, participants must commit to 10 weeks of full-time attendance over a twoyear period.

Practical Focus

Professional Network

The IGLUS program ideally combines theory and
practice. Approx. 50% of the input comes from
practitioners (sometimes by way of field visits),
while the other 50% comes from practicallyminded academics. Typically, classroom time is
split equally between input and professionally
moderated discussions.

IGLUS participants gain access to a unique
global network of lecturers, practitioners and
other urban experts. Lecturers and participants
all contribute different training and professional
backgrounds and experiences, thus creating a
rich collective learning experience.

Swiss-labeled education

Global perspective

Upon the successful competition of the program,
IGLUS participants receive an Executive
Master degree from Ecole Polytechnique
Fédérale Lausanne (EPFL), Switzerland, which
is consistently ranked among the world’s top
20 Universities. We apply the most rigorous
standards to adult learning and professional
education.

IGLUS is a resolutely global program with
participants and lecturers from all over the world.
The cities in which the action-learning modules
take place spread across four continents, and
each of them has been selected for its original
contribution to the program.

IGLUS
EPFL, Station 5, 1015 Lausanne,
Switzerland
Phone: +90 543 790 46 08
E-mail: umut.tuncer@iglus.org
Website: www.iglus.org

